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OFFICE OF THE GENE TECHNOLOGY REGULATOR, LICENCES FOR RELEASE OF GENETICALLY 
MODIFIED CROPS 

35. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries:  
This question has already been partly answered.  With regard to the recent decision by the Office of the Gene 
Technology Regulator to issue licences to the Department of Agriculture and Aventis Cropscience Pty Ltd for 
intentional release of genetically modified crops, numbered DIR 007/2001 and DIR 101/2001 respectively, and 
other applications relating to GM crops in Western Australia awaiting decision by the OGTR - 

(1) Will the minister advise whether the State Government will allow the release of proposed plantings of 
genetically modified plants in Western Australia by the Department of Agriculture, and other 
companies before any state legislation has been enacted?  

(2) Has the minister made representation to the OGTR regarding the fact that the State Government has not 
yet finalised its gene technology legislation, and therefore the OGTR should not approve any further 
trials or releases of GM crops until state legislation has been enacted, and if so, what was the outcome?  

(3) If not, why not? 

(4) Given that some of the applications that have been approved allow for plantings for this year, will the 
minister be intervening to prevent trials and commercial releases of GM crops until the Standing 
Committee on Environment and Public Affairs inquiry into the Gene Technology Bill 2001 has 
reported, and a final position established?  

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question, which, as she stated, I partly answered in my brief response 
to Hon Bruce Donaldson yesterday.  I will provide a fuller answer now.   

(1) The Office of the Gene Technology Regulator has issued licence DIR 007/2001 to the Department of 
Agriculture for the conduct of a small GM oilseed poppy trial at the Frank Wise Institute in Kununurra.  
This is a continuation from earlier trials and is not due to be planted until April 2003.  Licence DIR 
010/2001 will enable Aventis to grow In Vigor canola in small and large-scale trials over the next three 
years.   

As the trials covered by the licence come within the jurisdiction of the OGTR, under the commonwealth 
Gene Technology Act 2000, the enactment of the state legislation is not relevant to the issue of the 
licence.  There is no intention, however, for plantings in Western Australia until next year at the 
earliest, by which time I expect the state Gene Technology Act and the policy principle referred to in 
part 4 below to be in force. 

That statement could well now be put at some risk, given the commitment to extend the committee’s 
reporting date to 30 June 2003.  

(2) The OGTR is aware that the state Gene Technology Bill has not yet been enacted, but this does not 
affect the regulator’s power to issue licences, when the dealings to be authorised by those licences are 
covered by the commonwealth Act.  Under the commonwealth Act, however, the regulator is required 
to consult with the States before a licence is issued, regardless of whether complementary state 
legislation exists.  These last two sentences go to the crux of what I said yesterday.  As well, we have 
requested that the OGTR give early warning of any applications for commercial release that are being 
considered, and the time line for the process to be completed to the approval stage.  

(3) Answered by part 2.  

(4) A policy principle for this purpose is currently being developed by the ministerial council, of which I 
am a member.  It is expected to be issued in November of this year.  A consequential amendment to be 
made to the Agriculture and Related Resources Protection Act - that is, the state Act - by the state Gene 
Technology Act, when passed, will enable GM or non-GM areas to be designated by regulation under 
that Act.  

 


